|mprinting Early

Thought to write a few words on my handling of ygubirds once taken from the parents at 28 days| plcefer
to take them away at 4 weeks old as they starétoine a nuisance to the parents and the next sggsef Now
some may argue this is too early while others raykta little late. Whatever works for you, is ragswer to
that debate.

The youngsters are placed in young bird sectioh wiime placid droppers and given the breeding ftve.
hopper is left on the floor throughout the day.sItree for all” will last about 6-7 days until inasatisfied the
youngsters know how to eat and drink. | will chexktheir health and condition daily just in caseneanay
have trouble feeding themselves. Once | am salisfie youngsters are doing well, the feed is onrggin the
evening. Now the training starts (about 5 week$ with the feed and the call to feed. | will scrape floor just
before feeding them by hand... for about 15 minutéemnever possible. During this time | will whistle a
familiar note to which they will associate feeditnge and throw seeds on the floor so they get daomed to
picking them. The rest of the feed is then givem imopper while | sit and wait for them to finisthis routine
sets up 3 things...feeding off the floor which tiveyt then do off the roof...gain confidence andh&ness with
handler.... recognize the whistle as a time to comaand feed.

Only then will | let them out of the trap...But lillxchange the feed to a depurative and cut theusrhdAt this
time they will not strike up so quick but will fier up and down. | leave them out for a coupleafrh while |
watch their every move. If they are not trainedhese stimuli how else can you get a dozen birtishefroof
and into the trap...only through their stomach. Nessllto say, droppers are used at all times durangrg as
they are the primary method of coaxing the litidelithgs back to the loft. Once they have takermadpins here
and there | whistle them back into the trap bywing the seeds closer to the trap and eventuaigénthe trap.
When they have all entered | lower the trap doar gminside the loft to the young bird section. Matwhistle,
| call them all into the young bird section andhiit seconds all are scurrying on the floor lookiogthe seed.
They are kept sharp at this stage but not statarpath.....l hope this helps some of the novice fanciers.

Here is a pair of nest mates
| at 26 days old. In the next
two days they will be
removed from the parents
| and placed with the rest of
the young birds in the
young bird section. Here
their training will
commence. Training and
| discipline will determine
whether they make the
young bird team or not,
whether they stay or not. |
usually put them out like
this in front of the loft so
they get better acquainted
with the look of the loft. On
the loft roof they cannot
really see what the actual
loft looks like so | do this

‘*\ little extra while they still
. cannot fly to improve the
- odds of staying. ......... every

little bit counts.
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